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WESTERN ROCK LOBSTER FISHERY - CONSULTATION WITH INDUSTRY 
Statement 

HON SHEILA MILLS (South Metropolitan) [9.52 pm]:  I draw the attention of the house to the extent of this 
government’s consultation with the western rock lobster industry; the fisheries industry associations, such as the 
Western Australian Fishing Industry Council and the Western Rock Lobster Council; and the Department of 
Fisheries on the proposed changes to the management system of the western rock lobster fishery from one of 
input controls to a system of output controls, which is a quota system, as Hon Bruce Donaldson is well aware.  
There has been extensive consultation with the industry and the coastal communities from Fremantle to 
Lancelin, Jurien Bay, Dongara and Geraldton.  The Western Rock Lobster Council then organised up to 40 small 
focus groups because a lot of the fishermen are uncomfortable in large groups such as those at Fremantle and 
Geraldton.  In the focus groups, the fishermen were able to give their views on the proposed new management 
system in a more comfortable environment. 
In addition, a large amount of research has been done over the past 12 months or so by the University of Western 
Australia in consultation with the Department of Fisheries on the social impacts of the proposed change in the 
management system on these coastal communities.  Dr Veronica Huddlestone conducted extensive meetings 
with the communities, including their families, the businesses and any interested people about the changes to the 
management system.  If accepted by the rock lobster industry, these changes will have implications for the 
supply of government infrastructure for these communities, including education and social infrastructure 
services.   
This consultation will now result in the ultimate form of decision making, when a vote will be taken by the 
licence holders at the end of November or early December to decide which management system they want for 
their industry.  The extent of the consultation over the past 13 or 14 months has been quite remarkable, and the 
fishing industry is very happy about the way it has gone.  There has been quite vigorous debate on occasions, as 
Hon Bruce Donaldson would know.  As somebody who has attended quite a number of these meetings, I can 
vouch for the extent and vigour of the debate, because I have been on the receiving end of some of it myself. 
In addition to the debate on the management system, there has also been extensive consultation by the Integrated 
Fisheries Allocation Advisory Committee on the resource allocation in the rock lobster industry between the 
commercial, recreational and indigenous fisheries.  This has involved meetings on this resource allocation up and 
down the coast between members of the committee and, in particular, recreational and commercial fishermen.  A 
draft report was released in December 2005 for comment by the industry and the recreational fishing bodies.  
That consultation is now complete and it is now up to the minister to make a decision on the allocation of 
resources. 
The Department of Fisheries, the current and previous ministers and fisheries associations have conducted an 
extremely wide-ranging and comprehensive consultation in the interests of the rock lobster fishery.  However, it 
goes further than that, because the management system affects all the interests in the coastal communities and 
the families and the businesses associated with this iconic industry.  I commend both ministers and the 
government on the extent of this consultation.  It is an absolute model for a process that affects groups and 
industries in quite a wide-ranging way. 
 


